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California Pesticide Laws & Regulations 
 



• Operator Identification Numbers 
• Reading the label 
• Special Local Need Exemptions (SLN) 
• Section 18 Exemptions 

 

Today’s Topics 



 Prior to the purchase and use of pesticides for 
the production of an agricultural commodity, the 
operator of the property shall obtain an operator 
identification number. 
 Pest = Insect, rodent, mite, weed, snail, disease 

organism, etc. 
 
 Office Hours 1:00-3:00 Monday-Friday 

 San Marcos Office/San Diego Office 
 

 (858) 694-8980 information/appointments 
 

Operator Identification Numbers 



Pick the Right Pesticide! 

 Licensed Pesticide Dealers 
 Pest Control Advisors 

 

 

Label - No 
Label - Yes 



 Personal Protective Equipment 
 Eye protection 
 Gloves 
 Body 

 

 Re-entry Interval 
 

 Pre-Harvest Interval 
 

The Label is the Law 

 



 Section 18 of the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide 
Act (FIFRA) authorizes the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (U.S. EPA) to allow a federal or state agency the ability 
to grant the use of a pesticide product without registration, if an 
emergency condition exists 

Section 18 Emergency Exemptions 

 



The state can register a new product or an additional use of a 
federally registered pesticide product to address an existing or 
imminent pest situation. The pest situation must be a special local 
need within the state that cannot be mitigated by a currently 
registered product. 
 
 Registrant 

 
 Grower, grower association,  
or University of California (UC) 
 Extension personnel 

 

Special Local Need 
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